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judaica

Denmark Ag

High reliefsilver medal (45 grams -

40mm) commemorates 50th anni-

versary of Danish Jewish community
escape from the clutches of Germans.

Created by Danish artist, engraver

and medalist Bent Jensen, this piece

features a reverse of Holger Danske,

a national hero, and an obverse with

Jews between the maps of Denmark
and Sweden.

Houghton
Works ofArt from
Houghton Jews -

Hardcover Christie’s

London, 8 December
1994. Edition pro-

vides extensive infor-

mation about Philip

& Sybil Sassoon and

their magnificent holdings. 36 lpp;

near perfect condition; no folds, nota-

tions or markings. Unopened.

HOVGHTON

LONDON
THURSDAY * OELLMlitK l

z
( HRISTirs

Herzl Passport

1850 Franz Joseph I officialpassportfor Israel

Herzl (24x40 cm). Sealed with signed revenue

stamp, dated 1850. In 1815, Austria emerged

from Napoleonic Wars as a powerhouse; the

Hapsburgs returned to rule. This single-page

passport (Reise-Pass) bears all information

about Israel Herzl, including name, character,

birthplace, birth year, religion, stature, hair color

etc. All signed by the Gov. & General Com-
mander of the Serbian region of Timis, western

Romania and Banate, Southern Hungary. Finely

printed in large format (about 9x16 inches) in

blue with a decorative border. Document dated

1 850, sealed with signed revenue stamp. Theo-

dore (Tivadar/Binyamin Ze’ev) Herzl was bom
in Pest ( the other side ofBuda - Hungary ), his

family had come from Zemun (present day Ser-

bia, by Belgrade on the Danube). But Herzl was

a common name, so it could be a relative or not.

$500 CSA
- LAZAR

Confederate $500 SealedJewish Lazar

Allendale, S.C., Genuine CSA $500 note

in nice, evenly circulated condition w/ a

couple of holes by the Treasurer’s sig-

nature; split/partially split sealed by an

advertising band for Jewish A.H. Lazar

(“THANK YOU - IT COMES FROM - CALL
AGAIN - IT MUST BE QUALITY - THE PLACE
TO TRADE AFTER ALL - ALLENDALE, SC”)

CALL OR E-MAIL for PRICING, etc to: # 1
,
P.O. Box 4075

,
Ft Myers, FL. 33918

/ (239)-3 13-9899 . E-mail: info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com
LIFE MEMBER OF: AINA, American Philatelic Society, IBNS, SPMC, etc.
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Changes for A.l.N.A. at 2015 ANA
t

I would like to welcome two new
board members: Aaron Oppenheim,

whose numismatic involvement,

particularly with Israel and Judaic

numismatics, dates back to his

grandfather, Maurice Frankenhuis,

who was one of the original found-

ers ofAINA; and Danny Spungen,

who is a Member of the Board of

Trustees of The Spungen Family

Foundation, and who works closely

with Holocaust survivors. Aaron

Oppenheim was also elected as

AINA Secretary by the board.

Next, I congratulate Harvey

Herbert, winner of the Ben and

Sylvia Odesser Award, presented by

the Token and Medal Society and

AINA, for the best article in The

Shekel for 2014—titled “A Time

Before Coins—Inscribed Hebrew

Weights.” The winner was chosen

by Robert Leonard ofTAMS and

myself; writers can win the Odesser

Award only one time.

The AINA board has approved

a new membership category—As-

sociate Member—for spouses of

current members. Associate Mem-
bership dues are $10, entitling the

member to receive a membership

card and the annual AINA medal,

but not the Shekel magazine.

I want to extend my sincere

thanks to Bonnie and Mike Zagorin

of Olympia, Washington for man-

PRESIDENT’S message
ning the AINA table for most of the

American Numismatic Association

convention. Bonnie presented an

AINA medal to each youngster who
answered the Treasure Trivia ques-

tion “In what year were the first

coins of modem Israel issued?” and

the recently retired school teacher

gave each recipient a short history

lesson as well.

Finally, I want to extend my
sincere thanks and the thanks of all

AINA members to Dr. Benjamin

Weiss, whose three-part article on

“Anti-Semitic Bigotry as Chron-

icled by Historical Medals” con-

cludes in this issue. This thoughtful,

extensively researched work will

be an important reference tool for

years to come.

FLASH: The Israel Coins and

Medals Corporation will no lon-

ger sell the commemorative coins

ofIsrael after August 31, 2015;

they will only sell gold and silver

bullion bars and rounds, and

State Medals ofIsrael. No word

has been receivedyetfrom the

Bank ofIsrael as how the com-

memorative coins will be sold.

All the best,

M.
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Anti-Semitic Bigotry
AS CHRONICLED BY

Historical Medals

BY BENJAMIN WEISS PART III CONCLUSION

BIGOT: A person who is obstinately or intolerantly devoted to his or her own opin-

ions andprejudices; especially one who regards or treats the members ofa group (as

a racial or ethnic group) with hatred and intolerance. Merriam-Webster.com 2013

Ed. Note: In thisfinal install-

ment, Benjamin Weiss concludes his

authoritative article on Anti-Semitic

Bigotry as chronicled on medals.

Acentury after the Catholic

Emperor Joseph II of the

Holy Roman Empire granted reli-

gious liberties to Protestants and

Jews, the edict was still celebrated

by the issuance of a medal com-

memorating the 100 th anniversary of

the Edict of Toleration by Joseph II

(on next page).

Still another medal, issued in

1808, celebrates the enfranchise-

ment of the Jews of the Kingdom

of Westphalia, a region in Ger-

many known for the 1648 Peace of

Westphalia which ended the Thirty

Year’s War (shown on Page 8.)

The obverse of this medal shows

two winged genii embracing be-

tween religious symbols, one

representing Christianity the other

Judaism, the legend reading “Unit-

ed in the Kingdom of Westphalia.”

The reverse shows a kneeling

Jewish woman in prayer before the

Tablets of the Law which are lean-

ing against a flaming alter; broken

chains are seen at her feet. This

6
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100th Anniversary of the Edict of Toleration. Unknown medallist, Bronze struck medal,

1881, 30mm. The legend on the reverse refers to the 1 00th anniversary ofthe Edict pro-

claimed on 17 October 1781. Image courtesy William Rosenblum

Continued

medal refers to the then-unusual

granting of rights to the Jews of

Westphalia by Jerome Bonaparte,

proconsul for Napoleon Bonaparte.

The native Germans revoked this

edict when they regained power;

only in France did the Napoleonic

Code, insuring Jewish equality,

remain in force.

Another medal of toleration, this

one related to the emancipation of

Jews and Christians by a country

dominated by Muslims, is shown

on the following page. It was is-

sued in 1850 on the occasion of

reforms for the equality of rights of

Christians and Jews in the Ottoman

Empire.

The obverse shows British am-

bassador Stratford de Redcliffe

holding a staff with Abdiilmecid I,

Sultan of the Ottoman Empire. On
the staff are flags with symbols of

the three religious communities: the

Muslim Crescent, Christian Cross

and the Hebrew Tablets of the Law.

In the background, the sun rises

over the city of Istanbul. In front

of the Sultan are representatives of

the Jewish, Christian Orthodox and

Muslim communities. The inscrip-

tion reads: “For All, Equal rights.”

On the reverse is an inscription

in French translated as: “Universal

Association for the Emancipation

of Christians and Israeli Peoples of

the Middle East;” in the center is

written: “And Conservation of the

Ottoman Empire in the Conditions:

1° of Civil Equality and Policy; 2°

of Complete Religious Freedom; 3°

- of the Separation of the Spiritual

and Temporal; 4° of the Right of

Ownership Granted to Foreigners.”

One might speculate that this for-

mal act of toleration toward Jews

and Christians by Abdulmecid may
have been influenced by the fact

Continued
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Granting Equality to Jews of Westphalia by Abrahamson, Germany, Bronze struck medal,

1808, 43 mm. Ref: Friedenberg, p.41. Image courtesy Busso Peus Nacht

Emancipation of Christian and Jewish Peoples ofthe Middle East by Emile Rogat, Otto-

man Empire, Turkey, 1850, Bronze struck medal, 61 mm.

Image courtesy Tradart

Continued

that his mother Bezmialem was be-

lieved to be a Jewess (or some say a

Christian), who converted to Islam

before marrying Sultan Mahmud
II, although it must also be re-

membered that traditional Islam

recognizes both Moses and Jesus as

prophets, who preceded the Prophet

Mohammad.
Many medals have been issued

celebrating Jews and their accom-

plishments. One of the earliest,

thought to be by the eminent Italian

medallist, Pastorino de Pastorini,

and considered to be an extraordi-

nary historical document of one of

the most prominent Jewish families

of the 1

6

th century, is shown on the

next page.

It is a uniface medal, made in

Continued
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Gracia Nasi, the Younger by Pastorino

de Pastorini, Belgium, ca. 1558, Uniface,

Bronze cast medal, 62 mm
Image courtesy Busso Pens Nacht

Continued

Portugal about 1528, of the niece

of her more famous aunt of the

same name, Gracia Mendes Nasi.

The finely sculptured piece por-

trays a young woman wearing a

rich broach. Around the figure is a

Hebrew inscription of her name.

Gracia Mendes Nasi, the elder,

was a diplomat, philanthropist

and businesswoman and one of

the wealthiest Jewish women of

Renaissance Europe. The fam-

ily originally was from Spain but

fled to Portugal in 1492 when the

Catholic monarchs, Queen Isabella

I of Castile and King Ferdinand

II ofAragon, expelled the Jews

from Spain. In 1497, along with

all the other Jews living in Portu-

gal at that time, they were forcibly

converted to Catholicism, many
becoming Conversos (also called

Crypto-Jews, Marranos and Secret

Jews). Later in life, Gracia Nasi de-

voted much of her time to helping

hundreds of Conversos escape from

the Inquisition.

An example of a medal that

neither promotes nor opposes

anti-Semitic bigotry but serves as

a reminder of the consequences of

religious intolerance is shown on

the next page.

In the mid- 19th century the Bel-

gian medallist Jacques Wiener en-

graved a series of medals depicting

the most magnificent monuments in

Europe.

One of these commemorated

the conservative synagogue in der

Glockengasse (the Bell Lane) in

Cologne, Germany. Funding for the

new synagogue was provided by

Abraham Oppenheim, whose name

is mentioned in the Hebrew inscrip-

tion on the medal. The inauguration

of this magnificent, neo-islamic

synagogue took place in 1861.

The Synagoge in Cologne, along

with many other Jewish institutions,

was sacked and burned during what

is commonly known as “Kristall-

nacht” (Night of the Broken Glass).

Cologne’s Modem Opera house

now sits on the site of the 19th

Continued
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Synagogue at Cologne by Jacques Wiener: Germany, 1861, Bronze struck medal, 59 mm.

Obv: View ofthe exterior Rev: View of interior Hebrew inscriptions, translated on the

right as, Abraham Oppenheim Built a House ofGodfor the People ofCologne; ” and on

the left as, “It was Rededicated on the 23rd ofElul. Remember that God is good. ” Ref:

Van Hoydonck #182; Reinecke 61 ; Eidlitz, 187/1109; Weiss BW656.

Image: Collection ofBenjamin Weiss

Continued

century Glockengasse Synagogue.

This synagogue was never rebuilt,

although another one, the Roon-

strasse Synagogue of Cologne, also

destroyed during Kristallnacht, was

rebuilt in the 1950s.

MEDALS RELATED
TO THE HOLOCAUST

Long before the Holocaust, Jews

were subjected to a variety of perse-

cutions and physical assaults.

These coordinated attacks against

Jews, called “pogroms,” were

generally initiated by official agents

of the state, often with the support

of local vigilantes. They were most

commonly seen in Russia but oc-

curred in other parts of Europe as

well.

Shown on next page is a depiction

of one such pogrom that took place

in Frankfurt, Germany, in 1819,

shortly after the emancipation of

the Jews by Napoleon, an event that

many Germans resented. The en-

graving shows two peasant women
assaulting a Jew with pitchfork and

broom. A well-dressed man, wear-

ing tails and a six-button waistcoat,

is holding another Jew by the throat

and is about to hit him with a stick.

Also shown, supporting the attack,

are soldiers on horseback, giving

the violence official sanction.

Some medals have been made

to memorialize the plight of the

Jews during pogroms. One such is

shown on page 12. Depicted on the

obverse is an old Jewish man on his

knees, with his hands outstretched

to the sky in prayer. Next to him

are the corpses of his wife and

child who were murdered; in the

background is the murderous crowd

10
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Burning ofSynagogue on “Krista/lnacht. ” In November 1938, a pogrom (a series ofco-

ordinated attacks) against Jews throughout Nazi Germany and Austria were carried out

by paramilitaryforces and non-Jewish civilians. Over 7,000 Jewish businesses, homes,

hospitals and schools were destroyed and over 1,000 synagogues were burned while

German authorities looked on without intervening. Kristallnacht (Night ofBroken Glass)

takes its namefrom the shattered pieces ofbroken glass that littered the streetsfrom the

smashed windows ofJewish-owned buildings.

Riot againstJews (pogrom) in

Frankfurt, Germany. Etching

by Johann Michael Voltz, 1819.

Imagefrom Amos Elon

via Wikipedia

Continued

running away from the slaughter.

The Hebrew inscription reads the

familiar prayer of Jews, Shema

Israel (Hear O Israel).

Inscribed on the reverse is a leg-

end translated as, “For the Victims

of the Pogrom” and with a refer-

ence to Psalm 44:27. The Hebrew

inscription reads “Arise to Assist

us,” which are the first words of this

psalm; the full verse, taken from

the Tanakh, being “Arise to Assist

Us and Redeem Us for the Sake

ofYour Kindness.” [The Tanakh

or Hebrew Scriptures is the com-

mon textual source of the several

canonical editions of the Christian

Old Testament; it is an acronym of

Continued
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For Victims ofthe Jewish Pogroms in Eastern Europe by Rachel Margaretha van Dantzig,

The Netherlands, 1919. Silver Plaquette, 24 mm x 21 mm. Reference: Polak 64.

Image courtesy Tradart

Continued

the first Hebrew letter of each of

the three traditional subdivisions:

Torah (“Teaching,” also known as

the Five Books of Moses), Nevi’im

(“Prophets”) and Ketuvim (“Writ-

ings”)].

Later, as Adolph Hitler gained

power in Germany in the 1920s and

early 1930s, medallic objects were

distributed to German subjects de-

picting Jews as evil. One such anti-

Semitic object is shown on the next

page. This item, a pin designed to

be worn on clothing, shows images

of “good” and “evil;” a manly Ger-

manic type with sword and shovel

radiating rays of light, and a wicked

and wild-looking figure with a Star

of David and Bolshevik-type hat,

wielding a whip with flames burn-

ing from behind.

The legend in old German let-

tering gives the viewer the choice

of “International Peace or Jew-

ish Dictatorship.” These images

of “Germania” juxtaposed with

“Judeo-Bolshevism”dates from the

street-fighting period when armed

militias roamed German streets,

beating and humiliating Jews.

Several medals issued later, dur-

ing the period of Nazi Germany,

were designed in attempts to pro-

vide justification for the heinous

acts perpetrated against the Jewish

community. One of these, issued

in 1939 titled “Why We Fight,” is

shown on next page.

The obverse depicts a German

soldier with industrial and agri-

Continued
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Anti-Semitic Pin. Unknown artist, Germany/Austria, late 1920’s-ear/y 1930’s,

Roundpressed aluminum pin with clasp, 30mm.

Image courtesy Alex Ben-Ariah

Why We Fight by unidentified medallist, Germany, 1939, Zinc struck medal, 41

mm. Ref: Kirschner Nr. 49. Image courtesy Alex Ben-Arieh

Continued

cultural workers, the legend reads

as (translated): “Greater Ger-

• many Fights for Peace Against the

Shame-Treaty of Versailles.”

On the reverse can be seen a large

caricatured “Jewish” figure wear-

ing a Star of David, with flames

behind him and images of money

and weaponry before him, with the

legend below reading, “For What

Do Our Enemies Fight.”

Numerous medals were issued

to memorialize the plight of the

Jews during the era of World War

II (Szperling, 2010). One, produced

as a tribute to the millions of Jews

who died in the Holocaust (on next

page), depicts on the obverse a

mother, clasping her two children

in a protective embrace while under

the watchful eye of an armed guard.

They are standing on a railroad sta-

13
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Holocaust Commemorative Art Medal commissioned by Maurice Frankenhuis, “Tribute

to the Six Million Martyrs ” by Elizabeth Weistrop, USA, I960, Bronze medal, 77 mm.

Image courtesy Aaron Oppenheim

Continued

tion with many others before being

herded onto the cattle car that will

transport them to one of the Nazi

death camps. Sewn to their gar-

ments is the Star ofDavid,
which

every Jew was forced to wear.

The reverse shows a shattered

oak stump with a tribute to the col-

lection ofAmerican numismatist

Maurice Frankenhuis.

Maurice Frankenhuis, who com-

missioned this medal, was a Dutch

citizen of Jewish descent and a

medallist in his own right. He spent

a good part of his life building two

huge collections of War memora-

bilia, one for World War I and one

for World War II, the latter of which

includes an extensive collection of

coins, medals and other memorabil-

ia related to the Holocaust; all were

ultimately donated to museums in

England and Israel.

As this medal shows, all Jews,

even small children, were re-

quired to wear this emblem on

their clothing, as documented by a

photograph taken in 1942 in Berlin,

Germany (on next page).

It may be recalled that in the

Netherlands some non-Jewish

students courageously started to put

self-made stars onto their clothing;

they were promptly arrested and

sent to a Nazi concentration camp

in the Netherlands for a couple of

weeks. Jews who refused to wear

the star were transported to the

Mauthausen concentration camp in

Austria, to a certain death.

Several medals relate to specific

Nazi concentration camps through-

out Europe. A more general medal

commemorating the 35 th anniver-

sary of the Liberation of the Death

Camps is shown on page 16.

On it can be seen on the obverse

a prisoner watched over by a guard

dog against a background of a

concentration camp, a gas chamber,

Continued
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Jewish children wearing the Star ofDavid, in Berlin, Germany, 1942.

Continued

and a crematorium all surrounded

by barbed wire, with the inscription

“Never Again (in French) 1939-

1945.” On the reverse is a blank

space to engrave the name of the

survivor.

ANTI-SEMITIC OR NOT?
The question might fairly be

asked as to which medals should

be unequivocally categorized as

anti-Semitic. There is not universal

agreement among the authors who
have considered this question; sev-

eral medals are deemed anti-Semit-

ic by some, but not by all writers.

Friedenberg, for example, points

out that a number of medals, con-

sidered anti-Semitic by some schol-

ars, are ambiguous in their mean-

ing. As evidence, he documents

medals which may have a similar

iconography to that which has been

used in the past on medals that are

clearly anti-Semitic in nature but do

not explicitly mention Jews in their

legends. His point is well taken in

that one should not jump to conclu-

sions without considering alterna-

tive explanations.

It is the present author’s view,

however, that if a symbol or charac-

ter has been widely used previously

to represent Jews, then it is not nec-

essary to explicitly state in writing

the meaning of the symbol. To sup-

port this contention, one has only to

cite symbols that are universally ac-

cepted to represent Christianity, for

example: the cross, chalice, dove,

host, etc. If these symbols are on
Continued
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Anniversary ofthe Liberation ofthe Death Camps by Pierre-Fernand Provost: France,

1980, Bronze struck medal, 68 mm. Image courtesy William Rosenblum

Continued

medals, it is reasonable to assume

they refer to that particular religion

or to people of that faith.

Medals use such iconography

widely. Symbols abound repre-

senting Prudence, Charity, Justice,

Commerce, Liberty, Victory, Sci-

ence, etc. and virtually every coun-

try and many cities.

If one sees a symbol used in art

forms that is widely accepted as

representing a people, it is not nec-

essary to explicitly state in writing

to what the symbol refers. Such is

the very nature of iconography.

Of course there are marked differ-

ences among those who create these

symbols and for what purpose.

In one case they may be made

by artists who wish to present their

subjects as positive representations

of how the subjects themselves

wish to be viewed. In the other case

the images are insulting, vicious

and defamatory caricatures of a

people devised by those who wish

to portray them in the most unflat-

tering and inflammatory light. The

latter is clearly the intent of anti-

Semitic medals.

Another question that may be

posed: What prompted artists to

make such defamatory medals?

After all, the people who designed

and engraved these medals were

accomplished artists, who had made

many medals totally unrelated to

Anti-Semitism.

In particular, one of the more pro-

lific and indeed famous medalists of

the period, Christian Wermuth, held

the position of Engraver to the Mint

at Gotha and was Court medallist

to the Ducal House of Saxony. He

later was appointed Court Medallist

to King Frederick I of Prussia, is-

suing over 1,300 medals in the late

17th and early 18th centuries, with

subjects such as those related to

the history of England and portrait

Continued
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Continued

medals of popes and Roman em-

perors. Among the works Wermuth

made were his infamous satirical

medals, which included the anti-

Semitic medals discussed here.

According to Forrer, these satiri-

cal medals refer to many kinds of

subjects, not only Jewish usury

and bribery but also to ecclesiasti-

cal hypocrisy and corruption of the

Imperial bureaucracy. The issuance

of these medals even caused Wer-

muth problems with the authorities,

who had him arrested, stripped him

of his possessions and attempted to

suppress these medals. Neverthe-

less, there must have been a market

for these medals and a motivation

for making them, as they were pro-

duced and they still exist, although

they are now quite rare.

In this regard, it should be pointed

out that there is a marked difference

between criticizing corruption and

other such acts, and denigrating an

entire group of individuals based

purely on their race, ethnicity or

religious affiliation. This is what

the medals in the current discourse

portray, and this is the very essence

of bigotry.

BASIS FOR ANTI-SEMITIC
ATTITUDES

Although the term anti-Semitism

was not coined until 1879, the

practice existed for centuries and

even millennia before that. As early

as in Roman times, the children of

Abraham were persecuted and even

slaughtered.

Throughout history, fables ac-

cusing Jews of causing famines,

plagues, et cetera were often fabri-

cated and then endlessly repeated

(Johnson). In searching for an

explanation for anti-Semitic at-

titudes, one must explore different

possibilities.

I
t could not be just because

religious Jews wore distin-

guishing clothes and therefore were

easy targets, or simply because they

often separated themselves from

non-Jews; the basis of the separa-

tion may have been as much social

as religious in nature - differences

in diet, reluctance to intermarry,

and refusal to worship foreign gods

or to accept new ones, such as Jesus

of Nazareth - leading others to treat

them as “strangers.”

So the question remains: Why
did anti-Semitic feelings persist

for such a long time and why do

they still exist to this day? Often

the question is posed as: What did

the Jews do to deserve such a fate?

or, What did they do to elicit such

behavior in their persecutors?

An ancillary question is: For

how long would the Jews of every

historical period be castigated for

the killing of Christ by Romans,

even with the concurrence of some

ancient Hebrews, an event that oc-

curred millennia ago?

Framing the question in this way

implies that somehow the Jews

were the ones who were at fault

Continued
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for the sufferings they were made

to endure, in effect, blaming the

victim.

The question might more ap-

propriately be asked: What is it

about the character or upbringing

of the individuals who engaged in

these bigoted acts that makes them

so intolerant? Did the tormentors

receive teaching or indoctrination

that encouraged them to behave for

centuries and centuries in such an

abominable fashion?

The means by which intoler-

ance towards Jews is per-

petuated is manifold. One means

is through the repetition of stories,

taught informally in the home or

community and handed down from

generation to generation as a part

of the group’s culture. This sup-

position finds support both from

anecdotal evidence as well as from

carefully researched studies.

A couple of personal anecdotes

may be cited to help the reader

understand one of the reasons why
this writer entertains the view that

anti-Jewish teachings in the home

initiate and maintain bigotry.

My earliest and most vivid expe-

rience of anti-Semitism took place

while still a child. One day I was

over at a neighbor’s farm playing

with a young boy who was in their

care. She called him in from play-

ing outside so he could do his daily

religious education exercise. I went

with him into his room. His lesson

that afternoon was from a comic

book-type bible with gaily colored

figures and scenes on every page.

The particular story that he was to

read that day told of how the Jews

killed Christ. That episode made

a great impression on me. As I

saw it, the main theme of the story

boiled down to this: Jesus was the

most wonderful and most important

person ever to exist, and the Jews

killed him. My young friend would

be made to read this story almost

every day that I was there.

Another tale, told to me by a

friend many years later went some-

thing like this:

“While a young girl, my grand-

mother warned me to be care-

ful during Easter because during

this time of the year Jews would

find young Christian girls and put

them into a barrel containing nails

pointed inward. They would then

roll the barrels down a hill in order

to get the girl’s blood, which the

Jews would use in various religious

rituals.”

This story, told to her each Eas-

ter, made enough of an impression

on my friend that it was still vivid

in her memory, and she could still

recall and relate the event some 50

years later. Many variations on this

theme surely have been told and

re-told.

It seems likely that this type of

religion-based indoctrination in the

home contributes substantially to

the anti-Semitism that is prevalent

throughout the world, and provides

an insight into how anti-Semitic

Continued
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feelings could be sustained from

one generation to the next.

I recognized fully that these little

anecdotes are overly simplistic and

that far more subtle and more so-

phisticated “explanations” are given

nowadays in order to inculcate indi-

viduals into anti-Semitic attitudes.

Perhaps such indoctrination is not

nearly as prevalent now as it was in

the past, but it certainly still exists

in some communities, and slander-

ous stereotypical caricatures of

Jews, some of which are based on

religious ideologies, still persist in

many parts of the world.

Academic evidence supporting

the proposition that such feelings

are indeed passed down through

generations was recently provided

in a study published by Voigtlander

and Voth (2012) on The Medieval

Origins ofAnti-Semitic Violence

in Nazi Germany. By comparing

actions local towns in Germany

exhibited at different periods in

history, they found that communi-

ties that reacted to the Black Death

some 600 years ago by blaming

and massacring Jews were far more

likely to lead pogroms against

Jews in the 1920s, to vote for the

Nazi Party, to turn Jews over to the

Nazis and to attack synagogues in

the 1930s and 1940s.

The degree and persistence of

these prejudices suggest that they

are maintained not merely by a

haphazard, informal recitation of

anti-Semitic stories, but that a more

formal instruction is also involved,

either secularly or religiously

inspired, and propagated either in

schools or through religious studies.

One must surely consider the

possibility that there is embedded

in the teachings of the dominant

religions, Christianity or Islam,

concepts that allow, or even encour-

age, anti-Semitic feelings.

Indeed, there is ample evidence

that religious theology is sometimes

subverted and used to inculcate

the adherents into anti-Jewish acts.

Writings from the most sacred

Christian and Muslim texts, i.e. the

New Testament of the Bible and the

Qu’ran, are frequently quoted and

exploited to justify such prejudicial

feelings against Jews.

The New Testament is a col-

lection of Christian works

written in the common (Koine)

Greek language during the first and

second centuries by early Jewish

disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. Over

the early years, various writings

were considered for inclusion (see

website: Early Christian Writ-

ings), some accepted and others

excluded; a prominent version of

the New Testament, written around

150 CE, consisting of the letters of

the Apostle Paul and the Canonical

Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke

and John.

Although many more of the early

Gospels and other works were

excluded than included in the “final

version,” several anti-Semitic senti-
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ments, some of which are described

below, remained.

The Gospel of John raises the ac-

cusation to that of a corporate guilt

against “the Jews” in general: “And

therefore did the Jews persecute Je-

sus, and sought to slay him” {John

5:16). The Gospel of John also

says of Jesus: “He would not walk

in Jewry, because the Jews sought

to kill him” {John 7:1) and adds

darkly that “no man spake openly

of him for fear of the Jews” {John

7:13). In the crowning accusation,

John depicts Jesus as accusing “the

Jews” as follows: “Ye are of your

father the devil, and the lusts of

your father ye will do. He was a

murderer from the beginning, and

abode not in the truth, because there

is no truth in him. When he speaketh

a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he

is a liar and the father of it.” {John

8:44).

In summarizing how the words in

the New Testament form a bibli-

cal basis for why Jews of today are

held responsible for acts of the past,

Paul Johnson, in his book A History

ofthe Jews ,
writes:

“The collective guilt charge in

Matthew, and the ‘sons of the devil’

charge in John, were linked together

to form the core of a specifically

Christian branch of anti-Semitism

which was superimposed on and

blended with the ancient and rami-

fying pagan anti-Semitic tradition

to form in time a mighty engine of

hatred. In fact, the several books

20

of the New Testament are rife with

anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic polem-

ics. To cite just a few of numerous

examples: the origins of the Jewish

‘blood libel’ accusation (depicted

in several medals shown previously

and in the woodcut on the next

page) may be found in the Gospel

of Matthew 27:25, where it is writ-

ten ‘His blood be upon us and on

our children.’ In explanation, Todd

Baker (Baker 2002) states: the

anti-Jewish interpretation is the

oldest and most frequently cited in

the history of the Church. This view

says the Jewish people are perma-

nently guilty and condemned in the

eyes of God for their murder of Je-

sus Christ. As such, the cry of “His

blood be upon us” means that the

Jewish crowd in Jerusalem admitted

full guilt for killing the Lord Jesus

Christ and thereby invoked God’s

curse upon themselves and their

descendants until the end of time.”

These biblical accounts are the

precursors of later “Blood

Libel” stories immortalized in print

and text, one of the more infamous

involving that of Simon of Trent.

(See figure on next page and End-

note 2).

Other authors who have studied

this issue of the origins of anti-

Semitism in some detail have come

to similar conclusions. Christopher

Browning (2004), in a book The

Origins ofthe Final Solution: The

Evolution ofNazi Jewish Policy
,

states the following:

Continued
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7ignre 55 . Blood Libel: Fifteentncentury woodcut showin^Jew^murdering the chilcfSimon

of Trent. The roundyellow patches are badges that Jews wereforced to wear. (In Hartmann

Schedel, Nuremberg Chronicle or Buch der Chroniken, printed by Anton Koberger in 1493).
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“Christians and Jews had lived

in an adversarial relationship since

the first century of the common era,

when the early followers of Jesus

failed to persuade significant num-

bers of their fellow Jews that he

was the Messiah. They then gradu-

ally solidified their identity as a

new religion rather than a reforming

Jewish sect. First, Pauline Christi-

anity took the step of seeking con-

verts not just among Jews but also

among the Pagan populations of the

Roman Empire. Second, the Gos-

pel writers - some 40 to 60 years

after the death of Jesus - sought to

placate the Roman authorities and

at the same time to stigmatize their

rivals by increasingly portraying the

Jews rather than the Roman au-

thorities in Palestine as responsible

for the crucifixion - the scriptural

origin of the fateful ‘Christ-killer’

libel.

“Finally, the Jewish rebellion in

Palestine and the destruction of the

Second Temple motivated early

Christians not only to dissociate

themselves completely from the

Jews but to see the Jewish catas-

trophe as a deserved punishment

for the stubborn refusal to accept

Jesus as the Messiah and as a divine
Continued
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vindication of their own beliefs.

Christians and Jews, two small

sects that had much more in com-

mon with one another by virtue of

their monotheism and scriptures

than either had with the rest of the

tolerant, syncretic, polytheistic

Pagan Roman world, developed an

implacable hostility to one another.”

For more on the biblical basis of

anti-Semitism, as found in the New
Testament, see the patheos.com

website.

Historically, during the Golden

Age of Jewish culture in Spain,

between the eighth and eleventh

centuries, and later in the Middle

Ages, relations between Jews and

Muslims were generally benign,

and even mutually beneficial.

In Muslim dominated lands, Jews

were usually allowed to practice

their religion and to administer their

internal affairs, and both Muslim

and Jewish cultural and economic

life flourished. Nevertheless, while

some verses in the Islamic holy

book the Qur’an preach tolerance

towards the Jews, other passages

are clearly anti-Semitic.

Sometimes it includes Christians

with Jews in their maledictions, as:

“O ye who believe! take not the

Jews and the Christians for your

friends and protectors: They are but

friends and protectors to each other.

And he amongst you that turns to

them (for friendship) is of them.

Verily Allah guideth not a people

unjust” (Qur 'an 5:51); and “Ye

are the best of peoples, evolved for

mankind, enjoining what is right,

forbidding what is wrong, and be-

lieving in Allah. If only the People

of the Book [i.e., Jews] had faith, it

were best for them: among them are

some who have faith, but most of

them are perverted transgressors.”

{Qur ’an 3:110).

In other passages the Qur’an

singles out the Jews in particular

and absolves Christians, as in:

“Strongest among men in enmity

to the believers wilt thou find the

Jews and Pagans; and nearest

among them in love to the believers

wilt thou find those who say, ‘We

are Christians,’ because amongst

these are men devoted to learning

and men who have renounced the

world, and they are not arrogant.”

(Qur ’an 5:82).

For more on Muslim anti-Semi-

tism, see wikiislam.net.

T he point of all this is not to

cast aspersions on religious

teachings as a whole but to suggest

that embedded in the Scriptures

of Christian and Islamic writings

are certain passages that have been

used to promote bigotry.

This dichotomy is readily ex-

emplified by considering the great

historic figure of Martin Luther,

who in the 1 6th century ushered in

the Protestant Reformation.

On one hand, he remarked on

what he saw as some of the short-

comings of the Catholic Church,

particularly with their practice of

issuing indulgences (simply put.
Continued
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Godefroy De Bouillon, Leader ofFirst Crusade by Laurent Joseph Hart: Belgium, 1848,

Bronze struck medal, 72 mm Reference: Forrer 11, p.435; Weiss BW565
Image: Collection ofBenjamin Weiss
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an indulgence was a payment to

the Catholic Church that purchased

an exemption from punishment or

penance for some types of sins),

and began a period of reform that

revolutionized Christian theology.

On the other hand, Luther’s later

writings were unquestionably anti-

Semitic and served as a theological

basis for the subsequent hatred,

persecution and ultimate massacre

of the Jewish people.

Martin Luther’s major work on

the Jews was published in 1543, a

65,000-word treatise Von den Juden

und Ihren Liigen (On the Jews and

Their Lies). In it he states that the

Jews are a “base, whoring people,

that is, no people of God, and their

boast of lineage, circumcision, and

law must be accounted as filth.”

They are full of the “devil’s feces ...

which they wallow in like swine.”

The synagogue was a “defiled

bride, yes, an incorrigible whore

and an evil slut ...”

He argues that their synagogues

and schools be set on fire, their

prayer books destroyed, rabbis for-

bidden to preach, homes razed, and

property and money confiscated.

They should be shown no mercy or

kindness, afforded no legal protec-

tion, and these “poisonous enven-

omed worms” should be drafted

into forced labor or expelled for all

time. He also seems to advocate

their murder, writing “[w]e are at

fault in not slaying them.” (various

sources from Wikipedia).

Another case in point is the cel-

ebration of those who, through their

religious zeal, have promulgated

heinous acts against those whose

religious beliefs differed from their

own. One example is Godefroy de

Bouillon (1061-11 00), leader of the

First Christian Crusade.

Though barbaric in their execu-

tion and though they led to the
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Continued



Crusaders Slaughtering Jews.

Illuminationfrom French bible

(c. 1250), depicting Jews (iden-

tifiable by the Judenhut, the

“Jew hat’’ men wereforced to

wear to distinguish themfrom

Christians) being massacred by

Crusaders during the First Cru-

sade 1096 CE, as revengefor

the death ofJesus, who looks on

at the top left.

From notintheheavens. blogspot.com
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slaughter of countless thousands of

individuals, including many Jews,

as shown in the illumination taken

from a French bible published in

the 13th century (above), the Cru-

sades are still nevertheless glorified

by the issuance of commemorative

medals such as one on the Inaugu-

ration of the Statue of Godefroy De

Bouillon, now standing in the Place

Royale in Brussels (previous page).

The reverse of this medal, show-

ing an equestrian statue of Gode-

froy triumphantly carrying a raised

flag, has the Latin inscription, trans-

lated as, “His Fatherland Estab-

lished This for its Hero in the Year

1848,” clearly indicating that this

person, who was responsible for so

many deaths, was still considered a

hero at that time.

From this evidence one can reach

the same conclusions that countless

others have established through the

ages. Namely, that while religion

serves as a source and inspira-

tion for the most unselfish acts

and noble deeds, by distorting and

subverting the basic tenets of their

religious doctrine, and by providing

the excuse for political and military

aggression, religious zealotry has

been responsible for some of the

most heinous crimes, massacres and

injustices ever promulgated against

Jewish humanity.

Not only is anti-Semitism mani-

fested in some of our religious heri-

tage but it is expressed in our secu-

lar politics, literature and the arts as

well, and its prevalence serves to

perpetuate negative stereotypes of

Jews. Prominent among those art-

ists and other figures who have evi-

denced anti-Semitism in their works

are celebrated composers, authors

and playwrights, such as Richard

Wagner, considered by many to be

Continued

24



“Old Price” Riots, Covent Garden: Shylock by P. Wyon, England, 1809, white metal

struck medal, 43mm. Friedenberg pp. 22-23, Eimer 1005, BHM 676.
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the greatest operatic composer of

all time, Charles Dickens, generally

regarded as the greatest novelist

of the Victorian period, known for

his portrayal of 19 th century life in

England, and William Shakespeare,

clearly the preeminent poet and

playwright of the English language,

to mention but a few.

Wagner’s portrayals of Beck-

messer in Die Meistersinger von

Niirnberg and Klingsor in Parsifal

are widely considered to be rep-

rehensible persons he put into his

operas to express his well-known

anti-Semitic feelings (Parsifal,

of course, can easily be put into

the religious category as the plot

involves the mysteries and miracles

of the Christian Holy Grail, with

Klingsor playing the protagonist

to the Christian hero Parsifal), and

the notorious figure of Shylock in

Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice

is unambiguously portrayed as a

Jew.

There have even been medals of

Shylock commemorating this char-

acter, one of which portrays Shy-

lock with devil’s horns (above). On
the obverse it reads in verse: “This

Is the Jew, Which Shakespeare

Drew,” and around the outer rim

runs the rhyme, “Av’rice and Titled

Lust, Alone We Blame.” And “Yet

Blush We must for ‘Tis a Nations

Shame.”

Below the bust is the text “VP /

No Private Boxes.” On the reverse

are abbreviations surmounted by

leaves and a legend reading, “The

Dramas Laws, the Dramas Patrons

Give. And he Who Lives to Please,

Should Please to Live.” The text in

center reads “What D’ye Want?”

followed by AOP OB and ADPO.
According to Alex Ben-Arieh,

the background of this medal and

an explanation of the abbreviations

stem from 1 809 and the theater of

Continued
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Covent Garden, which after being

closed for a period of time, re-

opened charging higher prices than

before.

Its manager and his family were

known to be receiving high salaries,

and some of the theater’s owners

were from the aristocratic class.

Popular discontent with the prices

led to disturbances which took on

an anti-Semitic tone, with the Jews

perceived as enemies of the work-

ing class.

This medal attacks the price rise

and the Jews who presumably

protect it and demands “OP OB”
- meaning “old prices and open

boxes,” and “no private boxes.” The

initials “VP” on the obverse mean
“ Vox Populi,” i.e., “The Voice of

the Public.” The clear reference to

“The Jew” associated with “Ava-

rice and Lust” in the rhyme on the

obverse supports this contention.

Consider also Voltaire (Fran-

gois-Marie Arouet de Voltaire), the

celebrated French philosopher, his-

torian, dramatist and writer, who is

widely viewed as the embodiment

of the 1 8th-century Enlightenment,

and who is remembered primarily

as a crusader against tyranny and

bigotry. Though he attacked the

established Catholic Church and

advocated freedom of religion, free-

dom of expression, and separation

of church and state, Voltaire never-

theless also evidenced anti-Semitic

sentiments in his writings.

Not only have anti-Semitic feel-

ings been advanced by formal

literature and art but it has also

been passed down through less

formal writings, using comic-book

style literature that can be found in

such seemingly innocuous places

as small, rural restaurants and gas

stations.

Anti-Semitic Coin: Stoning ofSt Stephen.

Silver pfennig, ca 25 mm, 12th century.

EARLY ANTI-SEMITIC COIN
Although this discourse concen-

trates on medals, coins also have

been used to disseminate anti-

Semitic hatred. One of these, shown

above, is considered to be the first

anti-Semitic coin. It was issued

by Bishop Ulrich I, who ruled in

Halberstadt, then part of the Holy

Roman Empire, late in the 12th

century.

A silver pfennig, it was believed

to be used for tax purposes rather

than for ordinary commerce. The

theme for his coin was of Biblical
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The Stoning ofSaint Stephen, by Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, Dutch, 1625, Oil on

oak panel.
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origin. Taken from the New Testa-

ment, he selected the story of the

stoning of St. Stephen by Jews, an

event which is believed to have

taken place in the first century CE.

At the time of St. Stephens’s life,

Jews did not wear cone-shaped

hats, but during the twelfth century

they were required by law to wear

such hats so that they were clearly

distinguishable from the rest of the

citizenry. Although the coin was

issued about 1 ,000 years after the

purported St. Stephen stoning, this

imagery is repeated on the coin. It

depicts two men wearing conical

hats, with St. Stephen shown falling

from the thrown rocks, a halo over

his head, indicating his canoniza-

tion. Based on their garb, there can

be no mistaking the fact that Jews

are the ones being shown doing the

stoning.

The stoning of St. Stephen was

also memorialized in many paint-

ings, one of which by Rembrandt is

shown above. As in other paintings

produced over the years, the offend-

ing Jews are clearly identified by

their yellow hats.

Blaming and castigating the Jews

living in one period for something

their distant Hebrew ancestors may
have done millennia ago is not un-

common. It still happens today.

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS
One must keep in mind that

persecution of Jews because of

their religion is not unique to them

alone. Religious differences are

the common cause of many past

Continued
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wars and atrocities. Historians can

easily count them by the score, but

we just have to recall: the Muslim

conquests of the seventh and eight

centuries; the Crusades waged

by the Roman Catholic Church,

which lasted for centuries during

the Middle Ages and which are still

celebrated in more modem times

by the issuance of medals; the

religious wars carried on in Europe

for over one hundred years in the

16th and 17th centuries, from 1524

to 1648, following the onset of the

Protestant Reformation; the French

Wars of Religion in the 16th cen-

tury between the French Catholics

and Protestants (Huguenots) in

which between two and four mil-

lion people perished; the Spanish

and Portuguese Inquisitions issued

in 1492 and 1501, ordering Jews

and Muslims to convert to Catholi-

cism or leave their homeland.

I
n more recent history, one can

cite the massacre of over one

million Christian Armenians by

the Muslim Turks during World

War I and the murder of millions of

innocent civilians, Jew and Chris-

tian alike, by the Nazis during the

Second World War.

Still more recently, one can re-

member the long-standing war be-

tween the Catholics and Protestants

in Northern Ireland, wars that had

their origin from the time of Henry

VIII and which were the cause of

the so-called Glorious Revolution

(for medals related to these events,

see Weiss, 2014); the brutal war

in the Central African Republic

between Muslims and Christians;

the Nigerian Civil War of 1967-

1970 waged between Islam and

Christianity, in which between one

and three million persons perished;

the Second Sudanese War (1983-

2005), likewise between Muslims

and Christians, in which up to two

million people died; in India in the

mid- 1900s, the epic battle between

the Hindu majority, the Sikhs, and

the Muslim minority, leading ulti-

mately to its partition and forma-

tion of the new state of Pakistan,

with the subsequent religious wars

between India and Pakistan result-

ing in up to one million casualties;

the current wars in the Middle East

fought largely between Muslims,

Christians and Jews; and wars

between Sunni and Shia Muslims -

hostilities that can be traced to their

epic schism in the seventh century

when the Islamic Prophet Muham-
mad died, leading to a dispute over

who is the rightful successor to Mu-

hammad as a caliph of the Islamic

community.

These latter religious disagree-

ments caused the loss of countless

thousands of lives and are still

going on. If not the justification for

these conflicts, religion was and

often is used as its excuse. As Sen-

eca has said, “Religion is regarded

by the common people as true, by

the wise as false, and by rulers as

useful.”

28

Continued



Continued

A further point may also be made.

In addressing the issue of holding

current peoples responsible for the

actions of their ancestors, we must

ask this question: Should we blame

yesterday’s injustices on today’s

innocents? Should we persecute

or vilify today’s Catholics for the

persecution of Protestants following

the Protestant Reformation of the

1 6th century, or for their massacre

of the Huguenots in 17th century

France?

Or conversely should we hold

grudges and exact punishment on

today’s Protestants for their sub-

jugation of Catholics in sixteenth

century England?

Should we hold today’s polythe-

ists responsible for the persecution

of Jews and early Christians dur-

ing the Roman Empire, or today’s

Christians for the acts of the cru-

saders for their murder of Muslims

and Jews during the Middle Ages,

or today’s Muslims for the slaugh-

ter of eighth century Christians, or

today’s Roman citizens and their

descendants for the crucifixion of

Jesus of Nazareth more than two

millennia ago, etc. etc.?

Finally, at the risk of sounding

trite, it should be emphasized that

although there still are pockets of

enduring bigots, some ofwhom
have an unwarranted impact on

society, the vast, VAST majority

of the world’s population is toler-

ant and supportive of all minor-

ity groups. The point of all this is

not to cast aspersions on religious

teachings as a whole but to suggest

that certain passages in religious

literature have been used to cause

major and even catastrophic events

in society.

CONCLUSION
In reviewing the history of intol-

erance against the Jewish people, as

reflected in historical and commem-
orative medals, and the role medals

have played in recording and even

promoting religious bigotry, we find

that a wide variety of anti-Semitic

medals were produced as early as

the 16th entury and continue into

present times. These medals were

engraved by highly regarded medal-

lie sculptors, using historically

recognizable iconographies and

often employing religious passages

taken directly from both the Old

and New Testaments of the Bible as

supportive evidence for the slander

the medals portray.

The answer to the question of

how anti-Semitic feelings have

been perpetuated for centuries,

having been passed down through

generations and generations of

individuals throughout the world,

is multifaceted. Partly it appears to

be through the informal indoctrina-

tion of children through the telling

and re-telling of anti-Semitic tales

in the homes, and through formal

religious literature of society. This

is evident mainly in the New Testa-

ment of the Bible, revered by Chris-
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tians, but also, to a lesser extent, in

the Qu’ran, the central religious text

of Islam.

Such feelings also have been

maintained through classical litera-

ture and art produced in Western cul-

ture by some of our most esteemed

practitioners of the humanities.

In addition, it has been advanced

through less formal writings, such

as comic-book style literature that

can be found in the homes of deeply

devout individuals.

And finally, it has been spread,

and continues to be spread, as a

form of propaganda, by way of his-

torical and commemorative medals,

the main subject of this work, nu

ENDNOTES
1 . Recent analyses comparing the genomes

ofAshkenazi Jews with those of non-Jewish

Europeans suggest that most present-day Ash-

kenazi Jews, who were expelled from England

in 1290, from France in 1394 and from Spain in

1 492, migrated to Eastern Europe, becoming the

Ashkenazi community and are descended from

just 350 individuals dating back to between 600

and 800 years ago. (Carmi, et al. 2014).

2. Simon ofTrent was a child victim of an

alleged ritual murder by the Jews of Trent. He

was bom in 1 472, the son ofAndreas Unver-

dosben. The following account of this episode is

excerpted from the Jewish Encyclopedia (1906).

The harmonious relations between Christians

and Jews in Trent had excited the anger of the

semi-demented Franciscan friar Bemardinus

of Feltre, who was a son of a notorious enemy

of the Jews. Endeavoring to incite the people

against the Jews, Bemardinus predicted that at

the next Jewish Passover a ritual murder would

occur. In accordance with this prediction, the

child Simon, twenty-eight months old, disap-

peared. The people of the community declared

that the child would be found among the Jews.

Although a careful search through the Jewish

quarter proved fruitless, after the body of a child

was found in a river, the Jews were nevertheless

accused of murder and of using the blood of the

Christian child for ritual purposes at Passover (a

common, well-worn, anti-Semitic Blood Libel).

All the members of the Jewish community,

women and children included, were arrested and

tried. After weeks of torture, they “confessed” in

the exact words dictated by their clerical tormen-

tors and assassins. Eight of the wealthiest Jews,

after receiving baptism, were put to death, some

being burned at the stake and the rest beheaded.

But the cruelty of the proceedings had aroused

general indignation, and Pope Sixtus IV, alarmed

for the reputation of the Church, commanded

Bishop Hinderbach to suspend proceedings and,

together with the Bishop of Ventimiglia and the

Bishop of Trent, conduct another investigation.

The Bishop of Ventimiglia reported to Rome

that, as the result of the investigations, he found

the Jews innocent, that Simon had been killed

by Christians with the intention of defaming the

Jews, and that Bishop Hinderbach had planned

to enrich himself by confiscating the estates

of those executed. Sixtus IV then appointed

a commission of six cardinals to investigate

the two proceedings. The head of the commis-

sion, being an intimate friend of Bemardinus

of Feltre, the result was a foregone conclusion,

especially since the whole Catholic Church

would have been involved in the condemnation

of the Bishop of Trent. Accordingly, Sixtus IV

declared the proceedings against the Jews in

Trent to be
u
rite et rectefactum” (Done properly

and correctly).

About a century later, both Bemardinus of

Feltre and Simon of Trent are said to have been

canonized by Gregory XIII, the fonner as a

prophet, and the latter as a martyr.
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BIOGRAPHY OF MEDALLISTS
Abrahamson, Abraham: Abraham Abraha-

mson (1754-181 1), a German medallist, learned

the art ofmedal engraving from his father and

later studied in Italy.

Baffler, Jean: Jean Baffler (1851-1920), bom

in Neuvy-le-Barrois, in Berry, was a French

sculptor and writer. In Paris he worked as a

stonemason at the Cathedral ofNevers. As a

sculptor he became known for bronze figurines

and pewter pieces. Later he became interested in

traditional music and folk tales and founded The

Rise of Gaul. Like many of the folk movement

founders, Jean Baffler had very reactionary and

anti-Semitic ideas.

Brenet, Nicolas Guy Antoine: Nicolas

Brenet (French) (1773-1846) was bom and

died in Paris. He contributed extensively to the

Napoleonic series ofmedal, executed under the

direction ofDenon (over 50 pieces are know

to have been done by him). His piece, “Austria

Subdued,” has been highlighted by Forrer with

an illustration.

Conway, John Severinus: John Conway

( 1 852- 1 925) was an American artist and sculp-

tor. He received his artistic training at the Art

Institute of Chicago, the Ecole Julien, and at the
t

Ecole des Beaux-Arts. During his career Con-

way worked in Paris and Italy. His most famous
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work is the Milwaukee Soldiers Monument, a

bronze sculpture titled “Victorious Charge” that

was completed in Rome and shipped to Milwau-

kee. His works appear in several museums.

DASSIER, Jean: The Dassier family con-

stituted a group of celebrated Swiss medalists

from the late 17th to mid- 18th centuries. The

father, Domaine Dassier (1641-1719), was

Chief-engraver at the Mint ofGeneva from 1677

to 1720. His son, Jean Dassier (1676-1763), who

succeeded his father as Chief-engraver on his

father’s death in 1720, studied die-sinking under

his father and later in Paris under Mauger and

Roettiers. One of Jean Dassier ’s sons, Jacques

Antoine (1715-1759), learned the art of die-sink-

ing under the celebrated goldsmith Germain of

Paris. He was engaged as Engraver at the Royal

Mint, London from 1741-1757. Another son of

Jean Dassier, Antoine (1718-1780), worked with

his father for a number of years, issumg a series

ofmedals bearing the signature DASSIER ET

FILS.

Jean Dassier is considered one of the greatest

of the 18th century medalists. He was also the

most prolific of the family, issuing several series

of medals, including a series of small medals

(jettons) Les metamorphoses d' Ovide, a series

of medals representing celebrated men and

women in France during the 17
th
century (les

hommes illustres da siecle de Louis XIV), a se-

ries ofmedals depicting the principal Protestant

Reformers, The Genevan Theologians, medals

illustrating the history ofGeneva and, when in

England, a series of famous English men (The

British Worthies) and a series of English Sover-

eigns from William I to George II. In conjunc-

tion with his son, he also issued a series of small

medals illustrating Roman history.

Depaulis, Alexis Joseph: Alexis Depaulis

( 1 790- 1 867) was a medallist who was bom in

Paris. A pupil ofAndneu and Cartellier, he en-

tered the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, where he earned

a number ofmedals for his work. Several of his

medals were exhibited at the Salon.

Goetz, Karl: Karl Goetz (1875-1950) was

bom in Augsburg, Germany in the state of

Bavaria. He attended school in several cities

in Gennany, including Augsburg, Dresden,

Leipzig, Berlin and Diisseldorf. Later in his

career he spent tunc in Utrecht, Paris and Mu-

nich. Over his lifetime Goetz created over 600

medals, most of which were cast. Many ofthem

were satirical in nature, several of which relate

to World War I, the most famous ofwhich is the

propaganda piece on the Sinking ofthe Lusita-

nia. He is also noted for his dramatic portrait

medals. His medals are displayed in museums

around the world, including those in Gennany,

Austria, England, Norway and the United States.

Goetz was a member of several artistic and

numismatic societies in Gennany and Austria.

Karl Goetz exhibited strong emotions in his

medals, some ofwhich expressed his prejudicial

feelings, most notably in the anti-Black medals

he issued.

Hart, Laurent Joseph: Hart was bom in An-

twerp, Belgium, in 1810 and died in Brussels in

1860. He was a pupil ofBraemt, Veyrat and Jou-

venel. Before the revolution of 1830, he served

as coin engraver to the Mints of Brussels and

Utrecht. His medals, which are numerous, are

often of particularly high reliefand are generally

of above average merit. (Forrer, Vol II, p. 433)

Hornlein, Fritz: Homlein (1873-1945) was a

Dresden engraver.

Muller, O. (Wouter): O. (or Wouter) Muller

was a silversmith and medallist ofAmsterdam,

whose work dates between 1653 and 1688.

Bolzenthal calls him Ader Meister Muller, and

gives him high praise for the excellence of the

execution of his medals. Like those of Peter van

Abeele, his medals are embossed and chased

and are in high relief.

Pastorino de’ Pastorini: Pastorino (1508-

1592) was an Italian painter, coin engraver and

medallist. He was a pupil ofGuillaume Marcil-

lat, a celebrated French painter on glass. Early in

his career, he worked in Rome and Siena, one of

his works being the great window over the door

of the cathedral of Siena. Later in life he worked
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at the mints ofParma, Reggio d’ Emilia, and

Ferrara, where he was Master of the Mint. In

Bologna he entered the service ofGrand Duke

Francesco ofTuscany. He spent the remainder

of his life in Florence. His major contributions to

medallic art are his fine portrait medallions.

Pingo, Lewis: Lewis Pingo (1743-1830)

was a British medallist and coin-engraver. He

succeeded his father Thomas Pingo and in

1815 became chiefengraver at the Royal Mint,

London. His major work was in engraving coins

but he did produce some medals of note, one of

them being ofWilliam Penn.

Provost, Pierre-Fernand: Pierre-Femand

Provost was a contemporary French medallist

who designed medals memorializing the Holo-

caust, some ofwhich are sold by the Monnaie

de Paris.

Reich, Johann Christian: Reich was a

German medallist, who was bom in Furth about

1 740 and died in 1 8 1 4. He began as an assistant

to a counter manufacturer but started a business

of his own, bearing his name, about 1770. In ad-

dition to medals, his factory had organs, clocks,

mathematical instruments, musical boxes, and

other objects. In the opinion of Forrer, this med-

allist’s work does not rank high in artistic merit.

Schega, Franz Andreas: Franz Andreas

Schega (171 1-1787) was bom in Rudolphwerth.

As a young man he apprenticed to an armorer.

Schega held the post of Mint engraver and Med-

allist at Munich in 1738 and was appointed to

Medallist of the Court in 1 75 1 ,
an office he held

until 1774. He died blind in Munich. Schega

was self-taught and according to Forrer rose to

uncommon ability in his profession. Hedlinger

called him “the first Die-engraver in Europe.”

Among other medals, Schega is the author of a

series of portrait medals ofsome 1 7 Bavarian

rulers from Otto III to Charles VII, each with a

portrait on the obverse and an inscription on the

reverse.

Swinderin, Nicolaus Van: Nicholaus Van

Swinderin was a medallist who worked at The

Hague from about 1730 to 1760. He was chiefly

employed by the House of Orange but made

several medals of British interest.

Vincze, Paul: Paul Vincze was bom in

Hungary in 1907 into an artistic family. The son

of a Jewish father and Roman Catholic mother,

he studied at High School ofArts and Crafts

in Budapest. His early interest in sculpture led

him to the studio of E. Teles, one of the school’s

great medallists and teachers, where he stayed

for seven years.

In 1935 he won a scholarship to Rome, where

his work took on a more classical influence.

Two years later he moved to England where he

worked from his studio in Chelsea. He designed

and modelled medals and coins for many differ-

ent nations. After his marriage in 1958, Vincze

moved to a studio near Nice, where he died in

1994 at the age of 86.

Wermuth, Christian: Christian Wermuth

(1661-1739) was a famous German medallist,

bom in Altenberg and died in Gotha. He was

educated in Dresden where he learned die-

sinking. In 1689 he was appointed Engraver to

the Mint at Gotha and in 1688 Court Medal-

list to the Ducal House of Saxony. In 1 703

Wennuth was appointed Court Medallist to

King Frederick I of Prussia. With the help of his

pupils, Wennuth issued, over the space ofabout

twenty years, over 1 300 medals. Forrer notes

that, with few exceptions, his medals are of little

artistic merit. They are noteworthy, however, in

that many of his medals were satirical in content,

some ofwhich were suppressed and conse-

quently of great rarity. Included in this group of

satirical medals are a large number of anti-Se-

mitic medals, such as the Korn Jude and Feder

Jude medals. Indeed, Christian Wennuth has the

unsavory reputation ofbeing the foremost anti-

Semitic medallist in history (Friedenberg).

Wiener, Jacques (Jacob): The Wieners were

a Jewish-Flemish family of extraordinary artists

and die engravers. Jacob Wiener (1815-1 899),

who often signed his medals as Jacques Wiener,

was the eldest of three brothers [the others were

Leopold (1823-1891) and Charles (1832-1888)],
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all ofwhom excelled in the art of medal engrav-

ing. Jacques was bom of Hungarian parents,

studied in Paris and then settled in Brussels. In

1 845 he decided to engrave medals represent-

ing the exterior and interior ofmonuments

with a degree of precision of details that had

not yet been attempted. The first in the series

was a group of ten medals, 50 mm in diameter,

depicting famous Belgian churches. All but

one of these medals were done in collaboration

with his brother Leopold. Jacques Wiener then

undertook what was to be a series of 50 medals,

each 59 mm in diameter, entitled “Medals of

the most remarkable Edifices ofEurope,” to

represent the principal monuments of Europe.

Of these the majority were cathedrals, churches

and mosques. Three depicted synagogues. He

was unable to complete the whole task as only

Biographical Sketch of Benjamin Weiss

Bom m the Bronx and raised on a chicken

farm in New Jersey, Ben received his un-

dergraduate and graduate training from the

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science,

where he earned a Ph.D. in Pharmacology in

1963. He did his post-doctoral training at the

National Institutes ofHealth and was a Research

Associate at Columbia University. Weiss spent

several years at the National Institute ofMental

Health, where he was Chief of the Section of

Neuroendocrinology, and the Medical College

ofPennsylvania, where he held the positions of

Professor ofPharmacology and Psychiatry and

Chief of the Division ofNeuropsychopharma-

cology. He was also a Visiting Scientist at the

Mario Negri Institute in Milan, Italy, and a Visit-

ing Scientist at the Weitzman Institute in Israel.

He currently is Emeritus Professor of Pharma-

cology and Physiology at Drexel University

College of Medicine.

During his scientific career Weiss has edited

two books and has published over 300 scientific

articles on his research in the fields of Molecular

Biology and Molecular Pharmacology and has

been named by the Institute for Scientific Infor-

41 medals were issued, some ofwhich were

done in conjunction with his brother Charles. He

also engraved dies for a large number of other

monuments, including prisons, town halls, the

stock exchange etc.

In addition to buildings, he engraved dies for

individuals commemorating important events in

their lives. His work was not only prodigious but

was also the best rendition ofperspective of the

interior of buildings I have seen.This intricate

and minute work, however, was to take it toll,

for by 1872 Wiener had almost completely lost

his eyesight, and after 1 874 he produced no

more medals. His collective works have been

catalogued by Emiel van Hoydonck who fists,

mostly with photographs, 233 medals and 62 je-

tons by Jacques Wiener. The vast majority of his

medals were struck in bronze, with a relatively

few in silver. idj

Benjamin Weiss

mation as one of the Top One Thousand Most

Quoted Contemporary Scientists in the World.

Ben was introduced to the field ofmedal

collecting in 1972 and since then has been an

avid collector of historical and commemora-

tive medals. He is currently a Member of the

Board of the Medal Collectors ofAmerica and

the Webmaster of the website of the Medal

Collectors ofAmerica. In addition to collecting

medals, Ben has published a website, Collection

ofHistorical and Commemorative Medals www,

histoncalaitmedals.com . which presents images,

descriptions and historical commentaries on

over 500 medals, both European and American,

dating from the 16th through the 19th centuries.

Currently, his main interests are in studying the

origins of religious and ethnic intolerance and

in publishing articles exploring the role medals

play in religious and racial bigotry, nu
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the publisher, or Amazon.com

Amphora • P.O. Box 805 • Nyack, NY 10960
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^IRA&LARBY^
GoldberG

AUCTIONEERS
Accepting consignments of Ancient, World and U S. Coins for our three

major auctions held each year. Specializing in Ancient Judean Coins. Member PNG,

Life Members ANA A family tradition since 1931.

350 S. Beverly Dr., #350 Beverly Hills, CA 90212 • (800)978-2646 Fax (310) 551-2626

Visit our website: www.goldbergcoins.com

WILLIAM ROSENBLUM/RARE COINS
P.O. Box 785 ,

Littleton, CO 80160-0785

Tel 720-981-0785 Fax 720-981-5345

www.rosenblumcoins.com - bill@rosenblumcoins.com

For the past 30 years we have been the world’s leading dealer in all aspects of Ancient

Judaea, Israel, Palestine and Judaica (including the Holocaust) as related to coins,

medals, banknotes, tokens, etc. Life Member of ANA, former member Board of Directors

of AINA, Member International Association of Professional Numismatists.

THE TOKEN AND MEDAL SOCIETY (TAMS)

Publishes a bimonthly journal, has a library available

to members, and an annual meeting at the ANA.
TAMS and AINA jointly sponsor the Ben Odesser

Award for the Best Article in "The Shekel." Dues are

$25 (U.S.) and $30 (non-U. S.). Send to TAMS, c/o

Mark Lighterman, 5224 W. State Rd 46, No. 408,

Sanford, FL 32771.

The Highland Mint produces medals of top
quality at a very reasonable cost. They have
produced medals for the Jewish-American
Hall of Fame and are the official minter for

the annual AINA medals. Contact Vince
Bohbot, Vice-President, at (800) 544-6135
and tell him that you are a member of AINA
to get a special deal.
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The binding
of Isaac

By Kenneth Cox, age 15,

AINA MEMBER
J
12322

The books of the Tanach (the

Hebrew Bible), form the foun-

dations of Judaism. This makes the

things that happened in the Bible to

be of the highest importance to the

faith, and worthy of tribute.

To commemorate the people,

places, and importance of the events

that occurred in the Bible, Israel com-

missioned a series of coins, each with

a significant Biblical event depicted

on the coin. The coin I will detail here

is the first such coin in the series.

The reverse of the coin depicts the

Binding of Isaac. This famous story is

well known as a testament to Abra-

ham’s faith and dedication to God.

In the story, God tells Abraham

to sacrifice his son, Isaac. Isaac was

very young. The decision was very

hard; but faith triumphed. Abraham

went to Mount Moriah with Isaac,

and bound the child for the sacrifice

(thus, the story is called the Akeda -

the binding).

As Abraham raised the knife,

ready to strike Isaac despite the boy’s

desperate pleas, an angel came down

from Heaven and immediately told

Abraham to stop. Both father and

son were relieved beyond words, and

the story concludes with Abraham

sacrificing a ram found in the nearby
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Abraham and Isaac (oil on canvas),

Rembrandt, 1634

Continued

bushes. The exact depiction

of the event on the coin is a

rendition of the painting by

Rembrandt, a Dutch master

famous for his stunning por-

traits and prints. Rembrandt

shows Abraham holding

down Isaac by the face, with

Isaac’s chest exposed for the

knife. An angel is above Abra-

ham, knocking the knife out

of his other hand; the knife is

seen falling to the ground.

The obverse of the coin

shows the state emblem of Is-

rael at left; below it is an altar.

Next to it is the denomination,

and below the denomination

are several inscriptions.

The first inscription, go-

ing from top to bottom, reads

“New Sheqel” in both

Hebrew and English. Next is

the issue date in the Grego-

rian calendar ( 1 994), and the

Hebrew calendar (5754).

Finally, “ISRAEL” appears in He-

brew, English, and Arabic, respective-

ly. Around the circumference of the

coin is the inscription “BINDING OF
saac-Rembrandt-Amsterdam
1 634, in both Hebrew and Arabic.

The coin itself was first struck in

1994 (in Stuttgart, Germany) as part

of the Israel Biblical art series.

The coin has a value of 1 Is-

raeli New Shekel. The coin is silver,

weighing in at 14.4 grams and having

a diameter of 30 millimeters.

The coin is a rather simple piece.

considering that the front has no more

than a graphic rendition of a Dutch

master painting, the back has mostly

inscriptions, and the sides have no

decorating.

However, in the simplicity of the

coin lies its beauty - telling the story

of the Binding of Isaac in a straight-

up way, without all of the unnecessary

attachments others might add. Coins

were also struck in Vi Israeli New
Shekel (silver) and 10 Israeli New
Shekels (gold) denominations, fiu

Bibliography: Judaism for Dum-

mies, Commemoratives International

Ltd., and Coined.
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Opera Composer gjacomo Meyerbeer

Good
or

GREAT?

By Mel Wacks

The wonderful thing about

numismatics is that when

we delve into virtually any coin,

medal, token, etc. we often discov-

er one or more fascinating stories.

In particular, topical collecting

allows us to combine numismatics

with our other interests, such as

archeology, ornithology, optom-

etry, paleontology, or - as with the

current topic - musicology.

In Steve Roach’s editorial in the

Giacomo Meyerbeer medal by Valentin

Maurice Borrel.

Image courtesy artcoinsroma.lt

May issue of Coin World
,
he asked

the question: “Why is one [opera

composer] remembered (Wagner)

and the other all but forgotten? The

answer is the difference between

good (Meyerbeer) and great (Wag-

ner).”

This statement aroused my
Continued
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curiosity. I know that Meyerbeer

was Jewish and that Wagner was a

notorious anti-Semite. I am fa-

miliar with Wagner’s works but,

frankly, I don’t recall ever hearing

anything by Meyerbeer. I enjoy

doing research, and discovered

this interesting story in Wikipe-

dia that at least partially explains

why Meyerbeer’s works are rarely

perfonned today - and it may have

little to do with their quality:

“Giacomo Meyerbeer (bom

Jacob Liebmann Beer; Sept. 5,

1791 - May 2, 1864) was a Ger-

man opera composer of Jewish

birth who has been described as

perhaps the most successful stage

composer of the 19th century.

With his 1 83 1 opera Robert le

diable and its successors, he gave

the genre of grand opera ‘decisive

character.
’

His public career, lasting from

1 83 1 until his death, during which

he remained a dominating figure

in the world of opera, was summa-

rized by his contemporary Hector

Berlioz who claimed that he ‘has

not only the luck to be talented, but

the talent to be lucky.’ [Meyerbeer]

was at his peak with his operas Les

Huguenots (1836) and Le prophete

(1849); his last opera (L’Africaine

)

was performed posthumously. His

operas made him the most fre-

quently perfonned composer at the

world’s leading opera houses in the

19th century.

[Even though Meyerbeer] was an
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early supporter of Richard Wag-

ner, the critical assaults of Wagner

and his supporters, especially after

Meyerbeer’s death, led to a decline

in the popularity of his works; his

operas were suppressed by the

Nazi regime in Germany, and were

neglected by opera houses through

most of the 20th century. Meyer-

beer’s works are only infrequently

performed today.

The vitriolic campaign of Rich-

ard Wagner against Meyerbeer was

to a great extent responsible for the

decline of Meyerbeer’s popular-

ity after his death in 1864. This

campaign was as much a matter of

personal spite as of racism - Wag-

ner had learned a great deal from

Meyerbeer and indeed Wagner’s

early opera Rienzi (1842) was face-

tiously called by Hans von Biilow

‘Meyerbeer’s best opera’.

Meyerbeer supported the young

Wagner, both financially and in

helping to obtain the premiere

productions of both Rienzi and The

Flying Dutchman at Dresden.

Meyerbeer’s costly operas, re-

quiring grand casts of leading sing-

ers, were gradually dropped from

the repertoire in the early 20th

century. They were banned in Ger-

many from 1933, and subsequently

in subject countries, by the Nazi

regime because the composer was

Jewish, and this was a major factor

in their further disappearance from

the repertory.

Most importantly the operas

Continued



Giacomo Meyerbeer medal by David d 'Angers.

Continued

themselves are now be-

ginning to be revived and

recorded, [with] the efforts

of such champions as Dame
Joan Sutherland, who took

part in performances of, and

recorded, Les Huguenots.
”

So, while Wagner’s music

might be considered great,

as a person he was lousy.

And only time will tell how
Meyerbeer’s works will be

considered in the pantheon

of music - the anti-Semitic

attacks by Wagner and his

friends fade away. After all,

Bach - who is now univer-

sally recognized as one of

the greatest composers of all time

- was all but forgotten until Men-

delsohn revived him.

Mendelsohn was also attacked by

Wagner in a notorious and poison-

ous essay, Jewishness in Music.

In it, Wagner said that Mendels-

sohn “has shown us that a Jew

can possess the richest measure of

specific talents, the most refined

and varied culture ... without even

once through all these advantages

being able to bring forth in us that

profound, heart-and-soul searching

effect we expect from music.”

The Meyerbeer Fan Club web

site (www.myerbeer.com ) indicates

that: “The operas of Meyerbeer,

though wildly successful in his

time and for 50 years following his

death, have virtually disappeared

from the major opera venues. His

Les Huguenots
,
for example, was

performed 1,000 times at the Paris

Opera before the turn of the cen-

tury (in only 64 years), an unheard

of total, even by the standards of

our own time. By comparison,

Puccini’s La Boheme
,
which is

considered the most popular opera

of all time, only recently passed

the 1 ,000 performance mark at the

Metropolitan Opera in New York,

but only after nearly 100 years.”

The Ladies ’ Companion and

Monthly Magazine
,
published in

London in 1861, contained an

article headed “Myerbeer” by J. R.

Ware; these are excerpts:

“Who, at the present moment,

is the most popular composer, if

not Meyerbeer? By ‘popular’ is

meant worldwide . . . Who is heard

with such delight by the world’s
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Act 3 scene 2 ofMeyerbeer s Robert le diable ("Ballet ofthe Nuns ’’) at the Paris Opera, 1832.

Continued

millions as Meyerbeer? . . . Meyer-

beer’s success is perhaps one of the

greatest triumphs of genius ever

achieved. . . . Being a great com-

poser, Meyerbeer is a Jew. ... As

for the new votary Wagner, people

are too contemptuous to bestow

even a farcical name upon him.”

And, the May 7, 1864 edition of

The Spectator carried this news

item: “The death of Meyerbeer the

great composer is announced this

week. Like many great composers,

he was a Jew, the son of a banker

. of Berlin, and very wealthy. He
has left one great opera, Africaine

,

finished and ready for the stage,

having waited years for a soprano

voice able to execute one part to

perfection.”

In conclusion, I think that Steve

Roach should have picked on an-

other so-called “good” composer.

Meyerbeer was considered great in

his time and nothing that Wagner

or the Nazis did or said should take

that away from him. But I thank

Steve for opening the doors to me
(and the readers of this article) on

a fascinating adventure.

Lastly, my curiosity was aroused

enough to listen to some of Meyer-

beer ’s music on www.juzp.net and

to see what numismatic remem-

brances of Meyerbeer there are.

There don’t appear to be any

commemorative coins but I did

discover two art medals. One was

quite reasonable - a 34mm bronze

by Valentin Maurice Borrel (c.

1840-60) offered for under $75.

The other, priced at $2,500,

was created by David d’Angers

in 1842, and was described as “a

finely detailed original [hollow]

cast, of almost exactly the same

diameter [167mm] as the examples

in the Louvre and the Musee

d’Angers.” nu
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NOBEL
MEDAL
SOLD BY

NEUTRINO
CODISCOVER

LEON LEDERMAN

Melvin Schwartz Jack SteinbergerLeon Lederman

Leon Lederman’s 1988 Nobel Prize

gold medal for Physics was sold at

auction in May 2015 to help pay for

the 92-year-old physicist’s care, his

wife Ellen said.

Lederman, who won his share of

the physics prize for his discovery of

the muon neutrino, a nearly massless

subatomic particle that is extraordi-

narily difficult to detect. The muon
neutrino is a subatomic lepton particle

with no net electric charge. It was

discovered in 1962 by Lederman and

his colleagues Melvin Schwartz and

Jack Steinberger. The discovery was

rewarded with the 1988 Nobel Prize

in Physics “for the neutrino beam
method and the demonstration of the

doublet structure of leptons through

the discovery of the muon neutrino,”

according to the Nobel committee.

Lederman is known widely for his

Top: The Nobel gold medal awarded to

Leon Lederman.

Above, left to right: Leon Lederman at

Fermilab outside Chicago, colleague

Melvin Schwartz and colleague Jack

Steinberger.

1993 book “The God Particle” that

detailed the efforts at the time to find

the even more elusive Higgs boson.

Lederman was bom in New York

City, the second son of Russian-

Jewish immigrants. Educated at City

College ofNew York and Columbia

University, he rose to become director

of Fermilab and made other signifi-

cant discoveries beyond his Nobel

Prize-winning work.

Lederman’s gold Nobel medal sold

for $633,335, with a buyer’s fee that

brought the final price to $765,002.

The Nobel medal is approximately
Continued
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The Nobel gold medal won by James

Watson, co-discoverer ofthe DNA helix,

soldfor $4. 76 million, including buyer's

premium, in December 2014, the highest

pricepaidfor any ofthe 10 medals known

to have been sold or auctioned. Unlike the

Nobel medal earned by Lederman, Wat-

son s is solid 23kt gold. The manufac-

turingprocess switched to a 24k gold

plate over a 22kt gold core in 1980.

Continued

66 millimeters in diameter, 200 grams

in weight and has 24kt gold plated

over an 18kt green gold core; green

gold is an alloy of 75 percent gold, 20

percent silver and five percent copper.

There are 10 known sales of Nobel

gold medals; Lederman’s ranks fourth

overall for price realized.

The third highest price realized

was $1.1 million for the 1936 No-

bel Peace Prize medal won by Ar-

gentine statesman Carlos Saavedra

Lamas. His heirs sold his medal

in 2013, with an Asian collector

reportedly the buyer.

The second-highest price of

$2.27 million was attained in 2013

for the auction of Francis Crick’s

Nobel medal. Crick, with col-

leagues James Watson and Mau-

rice Wilkins, were co-awarded the

1962 Nobel prize in physiology or

medicine for their discovery of the

double helix of DNA.
That discovery built upon the

ground-breaking crystallography

research of Rosalind Franklin,

whose research notes and lectures

clearly outlined the possibility of

DNA consisting of double twist-

ing strands. Franklin, bom into a

prominent British Jewish family,

died of ovarian cancer four years

before Crick and Watson were

awarded the Nobel for the DNA
double helix discovery. Nobel priz-

es are not awarded posthumously.

The highest price yet realized for

the sale of a Nobel gold medal was

attained by James Watson for the

auction of his Nobel gold medal at

a Christie’s auction in December

2014.

Christie’s sale of the Watson

medal realized $4.7 million, which

included the buyer’s premium.

The buyer was Russian billionaire

Alisher Usmanov, who reportedly

gave the medal back to Watson.

Usmanov said he was motivated

to buy the medal for two reasons.

His father had died of cancer,

and he wanted to honor the DNA
research that has helped cancer

patients, and he did not think it

proper that a Nobel medal should

be sold.

“In my opinion, a situation in

which an outstanding scientist has

to sell a medal recognizing his

achievements is unacceptable,”

Usmanov said in a statement, nil
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AINA AT 2015 ANA CONVENTION

Volunteers Bonnie and Mike Zagorin with Mel Wacks at the 2015

American Numismatic Association convention.

Photo courtesy Brenda Wyen/Coin World

A.I.N.A. 2016 MEDAL DESIGN RELEASED

Here is a sneak preview

of the 20 1 6 AINA medal,

created by Mel Wacks and

Paul Conner. The medal

commemorates Lipman

Pike, who became one

of the first professional

baseball players when he

signed with the Philadel-

phia Athletics in 1866, 150

years ago.
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IMPORTANT NEWS

FROM THE ISRAEL COINS & MEDALS
CORPORATION

Dear AINA Members,

For 54 years, Israel Government Coins and Medals Corp. and subsequently

Israel Coins and Medals Corp. (ICMC) as it was called after the privatization,

appointed by the Government of Israel in accordance with the Law of the Bank of

Israel, has operated continuously as Exclusive Distributor for the commemorative
coins and numismatic issues of the Bank of Israel.

The original privatization agreement expired in May 2014 but was extended for a

further year by then Finance Minister Yair Lapid. The Agreement finally

terminated on August 31, 2015.

Beyond this date, ICMC will no longer be the Exclusive Distributor of the coins of

the Bank of Israel. With our knowledge and experience, ICMC will shortly start

operating in the secondary coin market, buying and selling coins of Israel and the

world. We will continue to fulfill the role of the leading mint in Israel and at the

moment are focusing on production of 1 gram to 1 kilogram silver and gold bars.

At the moment, ICMC is releasing two stunning new series:

The biggest series of biblical stories in the world, struck in loz. silver/999

and featuring 72 of the most well-known and beloved stories of the Bible (on 72

medallions). The first 24 of these are already available for sale.

A 14-Medallion Series in loz. silver/999 with color, following the story of

the Via Dolorosa in the Old City of Jerusalem.

Additionally, ICMC will continue to produce medals to commemorate joyous

occasions and anniversaries, as well as bullion rounds for investment and other

products.

We look forward to keeping our close and friendly contact with our coin friends in

the US.

Warmest regards,

Rivka Toledano
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WORLD & ANCIENT COIN AUCTIONS
HERITAGE AUCTIONS is

The Market Leader in Judaean Coins

Jewish War (AD 66-70).

AR prototype shekel. Year 1.

Realized $1,105,375

Titus, as Caesar (AD 69-79).

IVDAEA DEVICTA type AV aureus.

Realized $956,000

Vespasian (AD 69-79).

IVDAEA CAPTAtype Orichalcum sestertius.

Realized $262,900

Bar Kokhba Revolt (AD 132-135).

AR sela. Year 1.

Realized $89,625
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